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1 bave not found thy Works perfe&t before God. 
Remember therefore how thow® haſt received, 
and heard, and hold faſt, and repent. If 
therefore thou ſhalt net watch, T will come on 
thee as « Thief, and thou ſhalt not know 
what honr 1 will come upon thee, 


Here is nothing in which Men of all Religions 
do ſo conſtantly agree, as in the Duties we 
are now about : ſo that it may be juſtly called 
The Voice and Law of Nature, which dire&s 

q all people, when in great Straits, or under great Fears, 
8 .tocall on that God whom they ſerve, to 1mplore his 
2 Pity, and pray for his Afiſtance. I need not tel! you 
| howall Heather Nations do it : the Fews pradtiſe it: 
* Chriſtians of every Perſwaſion have uponall great Occa- 
| fions, and inall Ages, fet about it ſolemnly. Some, with 
the Pageantry of Heatheniſh Proceſiions ; and others, 
with the ſimplicity that becomes their Profeſſion, as We 
do this day. | 
When the Ship in which Fora endeavoured to have 
fled from the Diſcharge of an uneafie Commiſſion which 
God had given him, was driven in a Storm, and 
brought to great Extremities, every /Han called-npon his 
God - only the guilty Perſon, whoſe God could only 
hear and help them, /ay fuff aſtep. I need not enlarge 
on 
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on the too viſible Occaſions of our Calling on God at 
this time : a ſadneſs that is ſpread over the Faces, and 
fills the Hearts of all Men ; the preſent Diſtrations We 
are under, and the greater Miſchiefs of which We are 
afraid, ſpeak aloud, and need not be further deſcribed : 
ſo that all good Men had in their ſecret Mournings, and 
in their Wiſhes for a Publick Humiliation of the whole 
Nation, anticipated the Addreſs of this Honourable 
Aſſembly. Ie is well that 'We pay this viſible Homage 
to Religion and its bleſſed Author. In this Storm We 
have but one God to fly to, and one Lord and Media- 
tor, by whom We may Addreſs to him: If theguilty 
Perſons will ſleep on ſtill, or do worſe, continue Sinning 
while we are Faſting and Mourning ; yet if We Cry 
mightily to God, We may reaſonably hope that He wyll 
eaſe Us of that load of our Sins, which only can, and 
certainly will fink Us, if it ſtill hang on Us. When 
We conſider Our preſent ill Condition, and alas! per- 
haps this is but the beginning of Our Sorrows; and - 
reflect on the Signal Bleffings We have received from 
God, and that We ſtill retain that holy Religion which . 
was revealed from Heaven by Jeſus Chriſt, The great 
High Prieft of our "Profeſſion, We cannot be long to 
ſeek for the true Cauſes of all thoſe Evils which We 
either feel or fear; Truth is ſtill the ſams, and of the 
fame Value with the Author of it; and the God of 
Truth changes not. What has then ſeparated between 
God and Us ? and what hath raiſed that thick' Cloud 
that ſeems to be ſet over Us, and is ready to difcha 

it felf '1n Fire Brimftone, and a horrible Tempeſt ? God's 
Hand is not ſhortned, "that it cannot ſave, neither is bis 
Ear heavy that it .canmot bear : "But it is our Iniquities 
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heve ſeparated between #4 and our God, and our Sins have 
| bid Hi Face from Us, if He will not hear. Therefore 

«thoſe whom you command to plead with You, in the 
' Name of God, .on ſuch Occaſions, ought to Cry aloud, 
and not ſpare, but with all the plainneſs that becomes this 
= and this Time, Shew you your Tranſgreſſrons and 

ins, 

In order td this, -I have-made choice of theſe words, 
beinp a part of a ſhort, but op got Epiſtle, written by 
«St. John, in the Name of Chriſt, to the Church of Sar- 
ais, Of it in particular, we have ſo little recorded in 
the Hiſtory of the Church, that We can gather nothing 
from thence to give us a clearer Light into the mean- 
ing of theſe words: ſo I ſhall go no further than the 
Epiſtle it. ſelf, for ſettipg before Yap the State in which 
it was at that gme, Sardis had a great Name among the 
other Churches, as being one of thoſe planted by the 


Apoſtles: [t had a Name that it lived, yet was dead : Vel 2. 


the Power and *Life of Religion was under a great 
decay, the Remainers of it in ſome few Perſons, that 


had not defiled their Garments, were evet ready to die: Ve 4 


they were all that wereleft of thoſe who had at firſt ſin- 
cerely embraced the Chriſtian Religion ; they were but a 
Remnant of what had been, and they were like todrop 
off ſoon : but for the reſt, tho they retained the out- 
ward Profeilion of their Religion, yet Chriſt knew their 
Works : and though in ſome things they might be praiſe- 
worthy, yet they were not full Weight and Meaſure ; 
they were not ſach as became their Circumſtances, their 
- Light, the Advantages they had, nor the Age they lived 
m, in-vvhich they ought not only to have beer blameleſs 
and harmleſs, but to' have _ like the Sons of God, and 
(LES 2 | fo 
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Phil, 2.15» #0 ſhine 4s Lights in the World, bolding forth the Word of 
Life. In a word, their Works were-»ot perfe# before 
God. I 

Upon this, direQion is given them, how to amend 
what was defeCQive or amiſs among them : they were to 
Remember what they had received and beard, from; the 
Apoſtles : They were to make that the Standard of their 
Adtions : they were neither to frame a Religionto them- 
ſelves, out of their own. Imaginations, or make tip a 
mixture of Heatheriſme and Chriſtianity, to which manye 
were then inclined ; nor were they to be ſeduced by any 
falſe Teachers from the Apoſtolical DoGrine, which was 
their Rule 5. to this they were to adhere, and to bold it 
faſt. They were to maintain it in its Purity uncorrupted 
while they lived, ang to-deliver it ſo to: their Poſterity 
at their Death. yh Fl 

They: are alſo direQted 1n:the uſe of: t, not to preſerve 


J it only as-a matter of Speculation, or as a Denomination 


by which. they. were difcritninated front others,.but were 
to improve it fo as to be the better for it 5 To: Repent, 
' tochange their Hearfs and Lives. If they were nov 
awakened by this Alarm given them from Heaven, they. 
were to look for a. more terrible Blow, which ſhould: 
{urprize them. in -the midſt of: their Securities, as a 
Thief when he is leaſt lookt for.-: which alſo infiruates 
the Severity, as well as the ſuddenneſs of the - Stroke. 
"Thieves. that break in inthe Night, commonly. carry 
all: away with them that- is-worth their pains. On the 
ether hand, the Remnant, who were then. but a few, 
that. kept. their Garments clean,. are comforted: with the 
hopes of. enjoying: God in a State of more perfe& Ho- 


- Uneſs,, exprefled: in: the Figure of walking with Glogs im. 
| | ; tate c- 
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White = and-to Pons. 4 others to follow. their ſteps, 


4 general Promiſe 1s made to all them that continued to. Yell: 5: 


the end in that courſe of Life, that-they ſhould be ad- 
vanced to the ſame State of perfect Holineſs : their 


Names were now to be written in the Book of Life; 
and atzthe Great Day; when theſe Books ſhall be opened, 


Chriſt would, before God, Angels, and Saints, give ſuch: 
a'Teſtimony to them as is recorded in the 2 5th Chap. of 


St. Mat. Goſpel, Wher 1 was Hlungry,. ze Fed me, ec. 


This Epiſtle berg thus explained, it will-not be difficulr 
to-apprehend whar the Particulars are on which [ ſhall: 


enlarge : They are theſe five : 


x. Jeſus Chriſt obſerves, and: will reckon with every 
- Church, according to the Bleſſings which: they have re-- 


ceived, if they live not ſuitably to them. 


2: The Rule by which we are to examine our ſelves, . 


and/by which God will judg us, is the Dodrine which: 
the Charches received from the Apoſtles. . 


3: All thoſe who. have heard and received this- 
Do&rine, ought. to keep it carefully, and to conveigh: 


down that Sacred*Truſt. committed to them to-the ſuc-- 
_ ceeding Generations. . | 

4. The chief Uſe We onght'to: make of this Do-- 
&rine, is to reform our Hearts and: Lives ; to repent, . 
and to forſake our Sins: 
$5. Such as will-not make this Uſe off it, bave reaſon: 
to look for ſudden and ſevere Judgments. All- theſe: 
things are clearly gathered out of my-Text, and: ſtem: 
to comprehend the full ſenſe of- theſe words, [have not: 
found thy Works perfe@ before- God - Remember-therefore- 


how thou haſt received; and heard; and hold faſt, . and repent.. 


If therefore thou ſhalt- not watch, I will come on. thee-8s a: 
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Thief, and thow ſhalt not know what hour I will cone apon 


thee, 
To Return to the firſt, 


I. Jeſus Chriſt obſerves, and will reckon with eve 
Church, according to the Bleflings which they have 
received, if they live not. ſuitably to them. DÞ have 
not found thy Works perfe@: before God, Perft& : the 
Greek word is different from that which is commonly 


& rendred PerfeZ, and ſtrily imports, accomphſbed or. 


filled up with ſuch Ingredients as make Works accepta-. 
ble with God. - By this we are not to underſtand that 


abſplute Perfetion, which excludes all Sin, . or all De- 


fets ; for Works ſo perfe& belong to: another. State: 
but ſuch a PerfeCtion as agrees to the Goſpel-Covenant 
by which all that is (incere 1s perfec# in ſome ſort, an 
will be ſo accounted for to us by God. Wherein the 
Works of this Church were not perfet, we can only 
gueſs at it, by what we find in the other Epiſi/es in this 
and the former Chapter, and in the Epiſtles written by 
S. Par] to ſome other Churches. There are three things 
chiefly ſpecified and infiſted on. -- 


1. Their falling from their frf# Love,' and not doing. 
their firſt Works, charged by St. Fobwe on; the Church of 
Epheſws , and by St. *Paxl on the Galathians: they 
received the Goſpel, according to the Parable of the 


Seed, with great joy - they began i the Spirit, they did 


© run well, but the fear of Perſecution, or the Cares of the 


World, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, made that the 
Seed 'of the Word of. God, that had been ſown 
among them, either: withered, or was choaked 3 _ 
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| firſt Fervour abated, their Lave cooled, they became 
Lukeyarm, and then quite'cold and dead 3 fo that thoſe 
who began 3»: the Spirit 1n a ſpiritual Courſe, or had re- Gal-3-3. 
ceived the Gifts or Graces of the Holy Spirit, ended 3: 

the Fleſb, became carnal and looſe men. _ 

2. They are charged for liſtning to falſe Teachers and 
Seducers: they had heard many ſtrange things from the 
Apoſtles which were new to them, and theſe gid raiſe a 
_ curiofity in them after Novelties, with a diſpoſition to 

receive them ; ſome of them whe? 190 wer ys named in 

theſe Epiſtles + ſome brought in Heatheniſh Sorceries and 
Idolatrous Rites 200g hem, as Balaam and FJeſabe] had 

done : others looſed all the Tyes of modeſty and Wed- 

lock, as the Nicoleitans did : others were for ſubjefting 

the Chriſtian Churchto the Yoke of all the Ceremonies of 

the Moſaical Law : and by the Arts which theſe Seducers 
uſed, the Churches that had received the Apoſtles with 
great kindneſs, ſo that.they were ready to have plucked 
out their very Eyes for them, a phraſe exprelling the ten- 
dereſt Aﬀecion, yet were too much inclined to entertain 
thoſe falſe Apoſtles. _ _ 

3. They were apt todivide and quarrel unreaſonably 
about little and inconfiderable things, and carried theſe 
Heats ſo far, that even when they aſſembled together to 
receive the Holy Sacrament, they met for nw _ 
wot for the better - ſo that there were Divilians among 
them, and the . ſeveral: Parties aſſumed ſuch Names as 
they thought would give them the moſt Credit : ſome 
were for Pqaxl,fome for Apollo.ſome for Cephes,and ſome for 1 Cor.r. 
Chriſt. Andthe very Teachersthemſelves were faQions and ** 

 _ _ cantentiqusſothatſomeat Rowe, whenS. Pad was inPri- 
+  :. fon forthe Golpd), preached there opt aft Cartentios, that hs rg 
they * 
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they might thereby add affliction to kis Bonds : thoughin 


that they were diſappointed 3; for notwithſtanding their 
Tnjuſtice-to him, he rejoyced that Chriſt was preached by 
them. 'Some one or all theſe'had perhaps got into the 


Church of Sardis,for which S. Fohn,in the name of Chriſt, 


-Expoſtulates with them. They had much to anſwer for,to 


whom the Apoſtles had delivered what they had ſeen and 
.heard cohcerning Jeſus Chrift, confirming 'it with many 
Miracles, and had conferred on them extraorginary Gifts, 


ſothat-they were made partakers of the Holy (Ghoſt, and of 


the Powers of the World to come: Theſeſeem to havebeen 
the (ins of thisas well asof the other Apoſtolical Churches. 
And now to apply all this to-Our own Caſe, ſuffer 
me firſt in the Name of God to plead with you, and to 
ſet before you the many bleflings you have received 
from him, beyond moſt or rather any Nation now in 
the World: We are born in a Country that abounds not 
.only with all that is neceflary for the Inhabitants, but 
yields Us great ſtore of very valuable Goods which We 
exchange with other Nations, and bring over ſuch 
things as grow not among Us ; with a vaſt encreaſe of 
wealth, which from all parts of the World flows unto 
Us : Our Country being equally well fituated for ſecu- 
Tity and Traffique, We have almoſt forgot when We 
were vifited with the Plague of Famine. We are under a 
Government ſo rarely tempered by Law, that in it We 
have all the Advantages of other Conſtitutions, and 
avoid the miſchiefs of the ſeveral Forms of Government, 


_ as much as is poſlible for any thing that is managed by 


mortal and {infu] men to be : So that after any of the 


 Convullfions that have been among Us, it has been ill 


found neceſſary to return to the o)d Channel, and ob- 
ſerve. 


before the Houſe of Com mons. 


ſerve the Landmarks which Our Forefathers ſet Us. 
Theſe Bleſſings We enjoy beyond any Nation in the 
World, but theſe We have in common with the former 
Ages; they are alſo Temporal and end with this Life, 
We have yet much more to anſwer for. 

We have the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
among Us, and therein the Way to Life and Immortality 
hereafter, is opened to Us. This We have freed from 
all the impure mixtures of Idolatry or Superſtition with 
which it 1s defiled in other Churches, and are delivered 
from the Tyranny of a Foreign Power. We have had 
Our Religion long ſecured to Us by Law, with all the 
Encouragements that can be expeCed, in a Church fo 
happily conſtituted between the extreams of Eccleſia- 
ſtical Tyranny on the one hand, and Enthuſiaſtical 
Principles on the other hand ; fo that it is only our own 
Fault if We are not the SanQuary and Defence of all 
other Reformed Churches, as well as We are the chief 
Objett of the PraQtices and Deſigns of Our Enemies at 
Rome. This We have likewiſe in common with the 
former Age: but I ſhall next enumerate thoſe Bleſſings 
that We of this Age have been more particularly favour- 
ed with : They are great and ſignal, and ſo obvious, that 
it will be enough to name them. 

We were involved in a long and tragical War at 
Home, but were not ſwallowed up in it. Our Neigh- 
bour Iſland drank indeed of a bitterer Cup,and was co- 
vered almoſt all over with the Blood and the Carcaſes 
of the ſlain. But here the ſtorm was not ſo terrible: 
The Conquerors were ſo reſtrained by that Supream 
Power that governs the World, that it is no ſmall won- 
der there was fo little —_— done, by thoſe who 29 
| the 
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A Falt-Sermon preached 


the Power to do ſo much: When Our Confuſions 
thickned ſo upon Us, that our Government changed al- 
moſt as oft as the Weather 3 all things returned of a ſud- 
den to their old Chanel, the King was reſtored, and the 
Nation was ſetled in ſo ſerene and calm a manner, 
that it cannot be denied there was a fignal hand of Hea- 
ven in it. The more have We all to anſwer for, that 
have made fo ill uſe of ſo extraordinary a Bleſſing; fince 
that time we have had plenty and peace at home theſe 
twenty years, no breaking out, no complaining in Our 
Streets or Countries. We have all this while lived un- 


der the clear Light of the Goſpel. And though many of 


the Paſtors have much to aaſwer,for their great failings; 
yet there have been raiſed up among us not a few emi- 
nent and faithful Labourers, who have aflerted the 
Truth, and demonſtrated the powerof Religion, with as 
much advantage as hath been done in any Age fince 
Miracles and Perſecution ceaſed : and theſe have fre- 
quently given publick and free warning to the Nation. 
Many excellent Books have been writ, and Sermons have 
been publiſhed as well as preached, which will remain 
to the next Ape to teſtify againſt that we live in. God 
has been calling on Us aloud from Heaven, both by 
his Mercies and Judgments, to turn to him, and to bring 
forth fruits worthy of Repentance, and meet for the 
Kingdom of God ; that is, for his holy Goſpel. A raging 
Peſtilence, and a conſuming Fire came quick one after 
another to awaken Us effeQually : yet though We were 
then engaged in an expenceful War, God did not deliver 


Us up into the hands of our Enemies, though he cor- 
xeted Us ſo (ſeverely himfelf. 
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Theſe things did perhaps givea little ſtop to ſome per- 
ſons, though others went on til! publiſhing their Sin 
as Sodom ; but with the return of Peace and the con- 
tinuance of Plenty, We returned to, or ſtill continued 
in our Sins: We have been delivered from another 
War ſince, and the ill deſigns of wicked Men were de- 
feated and came to nothing : and now for above ſeven 
years We have ſlept in a profound Peace, and as pro- 
found a Security, when there was nothing but Vaſtati- 
on and Miſery in the Countries that lie next to us: 

| But our Enemies ſlept not, they were contriving how 
to make Us return back again into Egypr, or ſubmit not nn 
our Necks only, but our Souls and Conſciences to that NY 
Tyrannical yoke of the Rowan Slavery ; and thought {2 
the Deſign ſo well laid for rooting out that which they j 
call a Peſtilent Hereſie, that it was upon the point of 
being executed. Then did it appear that God was (till 
watching over Us for good : and he that ſaw all theſe 
ſecret contrivances, ſo cloſely carried and cemented with 
fo many facred ties, diſappointed all their Councils, and 
brought all their Defigns to Light, when We were leaſt 
aware of it; being, though ſenſible of a great Danger 
hovering over Us, yet little apprehenſive that it was ſo 
near Us, and wasto break out in ſucha manner. I need 
not run over all thoſe ſteps, by which Divine Provi- 
dence has brought out what they intended we ſhould 
never have known, till We had felt it, and been paſt 
the poſſibility of preventing or redrefſing it : They are 
well enough known, and are often 1n all our Mouths, 
Oh that they were as much in our Hearts ! 
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Andnow put alltheſe things together,and ſee if it may 
not be faid concerning Us, what the Prophet I/azas 
ſaid of the people of the Jews, God has planted a Vin- 
gard in a very fruitful place, with the choiceſi Vine, and 
has fenced it, and built a Tower in it : In a word what 
more could have been done 1n this Vinyard, that has 
not been done in it? And theretore, as partial as we are 
apt to be in our own concerns, 1t may be referred to our 
ſelves, to judge between God and Us. We ſee and ac- 
knowledge what he has done for us; ler us next conſider 
what Grapes we have brought forth 5 what returns We 
have made to God ? Have Our works been perfe be- 
fore God ? Alas ! why do fay perfe&t! Have they not 
been on the contrary the worſt, the moſt impious, and 
immoral that many could think on? We have exceeded 
the Sins of the Jews,and the Vices of the Heathens.It has 
not been only aflackning or going back of the Power 
of Religion, but an open revolt againſt Heaven in too 
great a part of the Nation a Banner has been ſet up for 
Atheiſm and Impiety, and all have been encouraged to 

come about it. The Sins which our Popiſh Forefathers, 
and our moreremote Heatheniſh Anceſtors wereſo much 
aſhamed of, that they committed them in corners, We 
have ſeen done in theſightof the Sun, The belief of a 
God, that ſees, rewards and puniſhes, the rules of Ver- 
tue, and the doQrine of Chriſt have been by ſome open- 
ly aſſaulted, and treated with indignities which no other 
Nation could endure; while others have, if not direQ- 
ly conſented to them, yet looked on as unconcerned, 
have laughed at and been pleaſed with them. Advan- 
tages have been taken from the Hypocrifie or Enthuſfi- 
a{m of the laſt Age, to throw off the very appearances 


a 
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of Religion or Vertue in this Age: and it has paſſed 
for a piece of Gallantry and decent Breeding to be 
above the fears and apprehenſions of a Supream Power, 
or a Future State. Have we forgot how publickly that 
oreat Bleſſing of the King's Reſtauration was abuſed? 
It grew to that height that it was thought a Scandal not 
to concur in all the exceſſes of Riot and Intemperance 
that did then defile the Land. - Whither ſhall we now 
turn our Eyes? If on this place, Luxury, Immorality, 
and open Lewdneſs meet us almoſt in every corner : If 
on the Country, how does Intemperance, Injuſtice, and 
a total negle&, if not a reſolved ſcorn of Religion fill 
moſt places? And the exceſſes of Drinking have inmany 
parts of the Nation, not only corrupted Civil Conver- 


ſation, but vitiated the very Vitals of our Government, 


by the aſcendent that ſuch praCtices have had in ſo eſſen- 
tial and main a part of our Security, as are the EleQions 


of this great and Honourable Aſſembly : of whom, if - 


ſome generoufly ſcorned fuch methods, too many have 
comphed too much with ſo baſe and ſo ignominious a 
cuſtom. If we have thus abuſed the earthly Bleſſings 
of Peace and Plenty, and have much to anſwer for on 
that account : Oh what can we ſay to excuſe our ſelves 
who have not only brought no Fruit to perfeQion, 
notwithſtanding all that Seed of the Goſpel that has 
been ſo plentifully flown among us, but have done 
what we could to defle God himſelf, and to drive 
him out of our Country,being weary of that very dead 
Form of Religion yet remaining. And to bring this 
home to our preſent Circumſtances, though we are un- 
der great .apprehenfions of loſing this bleſſed Light ; 
what are we doing to engage God to be on our _ ? 
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We have been now for above two years in great Dif- 
orders, full of Alarms, and under eminent and viſi- 
ble Dangersz but what Luſt or. ill Cuſtom have we 
parted with ? What demonſtration have we given to God 


or the World, that we confider Religion, as it is in- 


deed the Power of God to the Salvation of our Souls ? 
Or what do we for our holy Faith, that Infidels, Ma- 
hometans, Jews, or Papiſts, would not do for their 
Perſwaſions ? Do we continue ſtill in our Lewdneſs, In- 
temperance, Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, Falſhood and ill Na- 
ture, while we are talking of preſerving our Religion, 
and yet are doing all we can to undermine or over- 
throw it ? 
If God is againſt us, all that we can do for preſer- 
ving Religion, or our other juſt Rights, will either 
by his wiſe and holy Counſels be quite blaſted ; or 
perhaps the very methods that to us ſeem the moſt 
probable to ſecure them, may in concluſion really in- 
troduce that which we fear ſo much. Are our Works 


perfect before God who knowsthem? To make a Work 


perfe&, it muſt be good in it ſelf, low from a good prin- 
ciple, and be direfted to a good end. The greateſt 
part of our Works are faulty 1n all theſe particulars, ſo 
that neither We nor our Works can be accepted with 
that God, that is of purer Eyes than that he can behold 
Tniquity. Some of our Works may be in themſelves 
good, and ſuch is a Zeal for the Reformed Religion ; 
but if ſome do not believe that about which they make 
ſo much noiſe, or if others have no defign but to ſerve 
baſe Ends or private Intereſts, which they hid with 
the pretence of Religion, and are ready to throw it 
off, when they have attained - that for which they are 

| ; in 


" "VE * 


« . I enact 


efore the Houſe of Commons. 


3 


in truth only concerned, ſhall not God ſearch this out ? 
Things may be ſo drefſed up, as to have a fair ap- 
pearance, but to God they appear as indeed they 
are: So the true value of us and our works, is ac- 
cording to what we -are in his fight, from whom no- 
thing can diſguiſe us. From all theſe things it is but 
too evident, that our Works are not perfet before 
God. = 
If we will conſider more particularly what may be 
ſuppoſed to have been the ground of the Expoſtulati- 
on in my Text, with this Apoſtolick Church of Sards, 
we ſhall find the parallel betwixt it and us agrees but 
too well. Theſe Churches had fallen from their firſt 
Love, and their firſt Works : Oh what fad decays are 
we come under! And how much have we declined 
from that Zeal and Love which our Fathers bore to- 
the Reformation ! There were two things that were 
viſible in. the praftice of thoſe who firſt embraced it 
among us : the one was the great pleaſure they took in 
\reading the Scriptures, from whence they were in deri- 
fiog called Goſpelers, When the Bibles were firſt ſet 
up in Churches, and went at ſuch rates that ordinary 
people could not buy them, what a running was there 
- to Churches, and what Crouds gathered all day long 
about ſach as could read, to hear this bleſſed Word, 
which is now in all our Hands, and yet is ſcarce ever 
conſidered by us2 Some reade it only to abuſe it, and 
make themſelves merry with ſome Atheiſtical Jeſts to 
which they wreſt it: Others judge that indecent, ſo be- 
cauſe they will make no ill aſe of it, they make none at 
all, and never open it but for faſhion: ſome imploy 
their time in ſearching into the abſtruſer parts of it, 
| With 
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with a prying and van curioſity : ſome read it meerl 
to acquire a faculty of talking in ſuch a Stile, and ſo e1- 
ther they pervert the Scripture by their falſe Gloſſes, or 


only learn to defend ſome Opinions out of it, or to diſ- 
courſe in that Dialea, for private Deligns, to which 
' that is perhaps: ſome way neceſſary. But who reade 


them with a ſimplicity of Mind to be directed by them, 
and to be inwardly inflamed by the heavenly ſtrains in 
them? So that we have little left among us to entitle 
us to the Name of Goſpellers. 

The other chief Charafter by which the "Reformed 
were at firſt known, was their applying themſelves only 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt. This was intended to take 
men off from two fatal Errors, in which they had been 
formerly led ; the one was relying on ſuch external 
Works as were really of no Value at all, and were on- 
ly the juglings of thoſe deceitful Guides, that had ſet 
up Pilgrimages, ſlight Penances, and the purchaſing In- 


dulgences, in the room of that which our Saviour had _. 
revealed to the World ; the other was their imagining 


that they were juſtified by the Sacraments, upon 
ſome ſlight a&s. of ſorrow or devotion. Inſtead of 
theſe things the Reformers ſet up the applying to 


God through Jeſus Chriſt according to the methods of 


the Goſpel : ſo that great and frequent addrefles to the 
Father through his Son was the Mark by which they 
were then known : This begetting in them a ſenſe of 
that Love which their Saviour had for them, could 
not but kindle returns of Love ſuitable to it ; and 
that muſt needs reform the inward Man, upon which 
Purity and Holineſs of Life will certainly follow. 


This 
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being that upon which the Hopes of Salvation depend- 
ed, vvas indeed the thing of the greateſt Conſequence 3 
though it vvas afterwards managed with too much Me- 
taphyſical Nicety. In ſum, this being the chief Cha- 
racer of a true Proteſtant, vve may ſoon ſee how much 
vve have fallen from that Love vvhich our Fathers had 
to this. Truth, while they lived ; and that appeared 
more ſignally by their dying for it, vvhen they vvere 
called to give their laſt Teſtimony to it. But what is 
all this to us? Are vve living under the Influences of 
that Love > Do our Hearts burn with the ſenſe of it ? 
What Reverence have vve for the Perſon, or vvhat O- 
bedience pay vve to the Dodrine of our Crucified Sa- 
viour ? If any of this remain, it is much ſpent, at leaſt, 
and ready to die. . 

The fecond Thing charged on theſe Churches, vvas, 
their being apt to be carried away by the cunning 
flight of thoſe vyho lay in vvait to deceive, and their 
being too eaſily diſpoſed to vitiate- Chriſtianity vvith 
the mixtures of Judaiſm, or Hetheniſm, or other Errors. 
Our Vices have taken us off from the Praftice of the 
plain and indiſpenſable Duties of our Holy Religion 
and then it is no vvonder vve find no pleaſure in that 
Dodrine vvhich can give no true Comfort to ſuch as 
continue in their Sins. This diſpoſes People to ſeek 


that elſewhere, vvhich they cannot have among us : and - 


therefore a Religion made up of Pomp and Shew, 
vvherein God and his Saints vvere offered to be bribed, 


1n vvhich they knew the Rates of Sin, and the Price of 


Heaven, found us but too well prepared to become Pro- 
{elites toit. Our Sins have been alſo fo viſible and ſcan- 


dalous, that they have made our Communion grow 
D  loath- 


This was the main Article of the Reformation, and 
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loathſom to many well-diſpoſed, but weak minds, and 
have tempted them to ſeparate from our-Afſemblies, 
when they ſaw ſuch mixed multitudes among us : fo 
that they have run into Seds, that had the appearance 
of greater gravity and ſtrifnels. 

' 3. And weare no leſs faulty in the third Particular, 
of contending out of meaſure, for things that are no 
way eflential to Salvation. Things of fo indifferent 
a nature, that ſucceeding Ages will wonder how Men 
could manage ſuch lpng and eager Conteſts about them. 
We have fallen into Paſſions concerning them, theſe 
have grown up to a hatred, which hath broken out into 
moſt violent and difmal Effe&s, and ſeems now ſetled 


into a formed Rent and Separation. Where.is that cha- 


ritable, healing and compaſſionate Temper which be- 
comes Chriſtians, and reformed Chriſtians ? eſpeciall 
when they are as it were ftrugling for Life. O, ſhall 


nothing make. us wiſer ? ſhall neither the Advantages 
our Enemies take, nor. the Prejudices Religion ſuffers 


by our Conteſts, diſpoſe us to bear with one anothers 
Infirmities, and to manage our Differences, if we tan- 
not entirely bury them, with a more Chriſtian and de- 
cent Temper ! There have been Extreams on all hands : 
neither fide can free themſelves from being too much 
exaſperated : The reſentment for what has been done in 
the ſeveral turns of Afﬀeairs, has gone too far with us. 


It is not ſo much our Differences that divide us one from 


another, as our Alienation one from another which wi- 
dens our Differences, and makes them appear to be 
greater than indeed they are. So on all Accounts we 


muſt acknowledg, that when our Works are weighed 


in thoſe juſt Ballances, they cannot be found perfe& 
before God: I hope we are all in ſome meafure con- 


vinced | 
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vinced of this: The thing is alas too viſible. What is 
then to be done, but to ſet about a real Reformation, 
vvith all poſſible ſeriouſneſs and fincerity 2 And in or- 
der to this, and to dire& us in it, here is a Rule and 
Standard given, by which we may govern our ſelves in 
the Means *or Methods to it 3 and that is the ſecond 
thing I propoſed to'ſpeak to. | 
2. The Rule by which we are to examine our ſelves, 
and by vvhich God vvill jidg us, is the DoQrine which 
the Churches received from the Apoſtles, Remember there- 
fore how thou haſt received and heard, Here is a certain . 
fixed Rule; vve are neither left: to the Heats of our 
own Fancies, nor to the Uncertaintics of Traditton, nor 
to the Impoſtures of ſuch as may pretend to the govern- 
ment of our Conſciences : but are conducted by a more 
\ _ certain Thread. It is true, in the Apoſtles days this 
Dodrine was at firſt pteached;and received, before .it 
was written. There was no great danger as long as they 
lived, who might be appealed to in any Difficulty which 
could ariſe concerning their Do&rine : ſo it is a vain 
way of arguing, to infer from the mention of Tradition 
1n the Epiſtles, : that we, after- ſo many Ages :are paſt; 
and ſo many Impoſtures have been: diſcovered, ſhould 
be obliged to receive what may be obtruded'on us as 
Apoltolical Tradition, 'Tradition while the Apoſtles 
lived, was what the-Scripture is now: And indeed, ſo 
uncertain a conveyance is: Qrab Tradition, that in 'the 
very Apoſtles days, - or ſoon after, 'when'there were no 
Advantages to be made by ſuch Cheats, and ſo there was 
leſs to tempt Men to them, yet many falſe Goſpels 
were given-out, and falſe Dod@rines were infuſed: into 
ſome weaker People. We know how! unfaithful'a Con- 
veyor Tradition was of Natural Religion among the 
| D 2 Gentile 
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Gentile Nations : The Goſpel tells us how the Jews do- 
ted on the Traditions of their Fathers, and by them 
made the Commandments of Gd of none effe®. The un- 
certainty of Tradition where it was not put in Writing, 
appeared within an Age after the Apoſtles, in the Con- 
teſts concerning the Obſervation of Eaſter - both ſides 
vouching the PraQtice of the Apoſtles, and that even 
while ſome were alive, that had ſeen them, and had 
lived wuh them. But after that Wealth and Greatneſs 


had corrupted the Church, and, this Holy Religion was 


made an Engine to advance the Ambition and Intereſts 
of deſigning Men, then what a ſwarm of ſuppoſititious 
Writings appeared every where to ſupport ſome. Opi- 
nions or Defigns; many of theſe were diſcovered and 
branded, but others paſſed without a Cenfure ; fo that 
it was long before Criticks in this and the former Age, 


- could find out what was genuine, and what was coun- 


terfeit. 


The moſt adyantagious Impoſture was coined and re- 
ceived in the gth Century ; a whole Volume of the Epi- 
ſiles of the firſt Biſhops of Rowe from the Apoſtles days 


downwards, was pretended to be found 3 in which the 


were repreſented as governing the Church in the for- 
mer Apes, with the fame fiulreſs of Power, that their 
Succeſlors have pretended to fince. This was rejeted 
by ſome in that Ape, but kindly entertained by thoſe 
that were more concerned for their own Greatneſs than 
for Truth : and by the Preſidents in theſe Epiſtles, they 


_ Jaſtified what they did, till their Tyranny came to be 


generally ſubmitted to : And now when theſe Epiltles 
are found to be ſpurious,they have been forced to throw 
them away'z but ſtand upon Poſlefſion and Preſcription, 
though it began at firſt upon this and ſome other Im- 


poſtures, 
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poſtures, not unlike it, ſuch as the Donation of Cor- 
ſtantine, and many more. 

They well know that their Cauſe cannot be defended 
if the Scriptures are appealed to : theſe .1n many Points 
are direCtly againſt them, as in the Worſhip of Images, 
and Angels 3 the Praying in an.unknown Tongue; and 
the denying the- Chalice, or ſaying, that Chrilt's Body 
which is now in Heaven, is in the Sacrament : in other 
»thipgs they are filent, ſuch as the Pope's Power, the 

Infolſibility of a General Council, the praying to Saints, 
the redeeming Souls out of Purgatory, Indulgences, 
Pilgrimages, with a thouſand other additions, by which 
they have vitiated the Purity of that Holy Doctrine, 
vyhich the Apoſtles delivered to the World. This is 
the Foundation of our vvhole Religion, that we believe 
all that the Apoſtles delivered to the Churches, and no 
more : So we ſtand to this Appeal in my Text, Femem- 
ber therefore that thou haſt received and heard, It vvere 
ealie to inſtance it in many Particulars, and to ſhew 
you how at firſt Ignorance and Superſtition let in ſome 
Cuſtoms; and perhaps thoſe vvho introduced them at 
firſt, being innocent, but weak Men, meant vvell in it : 
So to draw the Heathens off from their Idolatry, they 
directed them to call on Saints, inſtead of the Gods 
they had formerly vvorſhipped : and to perſwade Peo- 
ple to receive the Sacrament with great devotion, they 
ſtrained their Eloquence and Invention to recomniend 
the value of it in high Figures. Many more might be 
named, but theſe may ſuffice : Afterwards, when the 
Roman Empire was over-run by the Incurſions of the 
Barbarous Nations, and Civility, Religion, and Learn- 
ing vvere almoſt driven out of the World ; then ſome 
crafty and aſpiring Prieſts came to graft upon the- 
| Cuſtoms 


_— 


_— 


— 


| A F;ſt-Serrhon preached 


— 


Cuſtoms of the former Times, new Opinions, and ſtill 
to add new Rites, till in the end, they ſwelled up ro 
what they are now at in the Romar Church.” When 
theſe Opinions were firſt broached, Vifions and Dreams 
were given out to ſupport them: and if theſe' leſſer 
Frauds did not prevail, pretended Miracles were not 
wanting to give them credit, till they were received ; 
and being once received, they were enrolled among the 
Traditions of the Church, and ſo were no more ta be* 
conteſted or denied : if any preſumed to do it, it was 
at his Peril, Theſe Miracles were coined ſo, as to fit 
not only the Doctrine it ſelf, but the way of explain- 
ing it 3 and as new ways of explaining vvere fallen p- 
on, new Miracles ſuitable to theſe new Expoſitions were 
at hand. | 

When the Doctrine of the Corporal Prefence vvas 
firſt received in the 9th Century, it was believed that 
the whole Loaf was an entire Body of Chriſt, ſo that 
he was ſliced in pieces, and eat up in Gobbets ; and fo 
they continued to underſtand it near 3oo Years. Then- 
the Miracles to prove it were adjuſted to that Conceit z 
It was given out, that it did ſometimes bleed,” and pieces 
of it vvere faid to be converted to pieces of Fleſh : but 
after that the School-Divinity came tobe in requeſt, this 
vvay vvas not found ſo defenſible, nor ſo decent : and 
_ then it was ſaid, Chriſt was in every Crumb of the Hoſt ; 
ſo that upon the breaking it, an entire Chriſt flew off 
from the reſt, which yet remained ſtill as entire as it 
was, notwithſtanding that Diminution : and then as 
they bleſied Wafers inltead of a Loaf, fo the former Mi- 
racles were not ſo much talked of, though ſome igno- 
rant Prieſts, that did?not confider'that theſe vvere con- 
trary to the DoErine -of their Church, did in ſome 


places 


| before the Houſe of Commons. 23 


places continue to aCt the former Cheats 3. but new ones 
were more generally invented, and Chriſt was faid to 
appear all in Rays, over or upon the Holt : ſo well pra- 
 Qiſed were they in the Arts of Jugling, as to make their 
Tricks always agree with their Hypotheſis. 

- In oppoſition to all theſe falſe Dotrines, and lying 
Wonders, the 'Reformed have from the firſt beginning 
of the Reformation, ſet up the whole ſtrength of their 
Caufe, upon this ſingle Plea, of receiving nothing as a 
part of their Faith, but what could be found in the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles that ſo all agreeing on a com- 
mon Umpire, their Differences might be more eaſily 
compoſed. . The Church of Rvwe knows well what the 
Ifſue muſt be, if this is granted, 'and ſo have put the 
ſtrength of their whole Cauſe upon the Authority of the 
Church, that is, themſelves ; and the certainty of Oral 
Tradition, handed down by ſuch Men as themſelves 
are: Whether the one or the other ſeems to be the more 
ingenuous Principle, the more certain method of Trial, 
and the leſs liable to Deceit, I leave it to the Conſcien- 
ences of all wiſe and good Men. ; 

But as we ought to remember what we have thus re- 
ceived and heard,ſo the end of this is not barely for ſpecu- 
lation, to inform us about ſome Notions, or to furniſh 
us with Arguments and Diſcourſe ; theſe things are on- 
ly neceſſary for a further end ; that our Minds being 
well informed, and our belief rightly dire&ed, we may go- 
vern our Lives according to what the Holy Apoſtles have 
left to us. It is, becauſe their Works were not perfe@, that 
they are here charged therefore to remember the DodGrine 
that they had received : What ſhall our Knowledg, our 
Orthodoxie, and ſoundneſs of Opinion avail us, if we 
do not reduce it to praftice ? unleſs it be to heighten 

Our 
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our Condemnation, and to intitle us to more Stripes, 
and ſeverer Judgments. Here we will find our Duties 


| ſet before us, and from thence we will both know 


waat our Sins have been, and how to turn from them. 
O that there were ſuch a Heart in us! But as we 
ought to remember and improve the DoQrine delivered 


'to the Church by the Apoſtles, ſo we ought to keep it 


carefully. 


3. And this 1s the third Particular I am to ſpeak to : 
All who have received this Do&rine, ought to preſerve 
it, and to conveigh down that Sacred Truſt commit- 
ted to them, to the ſucceeding Generations. This is 
to Hold faſt what we have received and heard. The 
meaning of this, conſidering the Circumſtances the 
Church of Sardis was in, is- either that they ſhould 
preſerve it pure, and keep it as it was delivered to 
them; or that if Perſecutions ſhould ariſe for the 
Faith, they ſhould not depart from it for the Love of 
this preſent World, or make ſhipwrack of it 3 but ſhould 
hold faſt the *Profeſſion of their Faith without wavering. 
There were many Tares ſown then in the Field of the 
Church 3 many of the Followers of \iwou Mages were 
corrupting the Chriſtian Religion; 1t was neceſſary on 
that account to look carefully to that Sacred Depoſe- 
tum that vvas put in” their Hands. There was alſo a 
black Cloud gathering, a Perſecution was coniing on 
the Church : One Storm had paſſed, that had been rai- 
ſed by Nero, and they were now if another ſet on by 
Domitian ;, therefore it was neceſlary to put them on 
their Guard, and to charge them to keep, or Hold f.ſt 
the Doctrine delivered to them. This was all that 
they could be obliged to. But in our Circumſtances 
there is ſomewhat elſe imported 1n this Holding faſt, 


that 
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that we ought-nat only to keep our Religion pure,and to 
be ready toſuffer for it.if wearecaled tot 3 but ſince we 
enjoy.the Proteion and Security;of Lawand lawful Au- 
thority, we ought to. hold. that faſt, and deliver it down 
to our Poſterity, as we have receivedit from our Fathers. 
 Weare to keep it pure from the Corruptions that 
may be introduced to vitiate the ſimplicity. of our Holy 
Religion. - We know the Enemies of the: Church ſleep 
not, though the Watchmen fleep tag often. - While we 
have Adverſaries that are ſo: reſtleſs and induſtrious, 
that make up in their Arts of Infinuation, and indefati- 
| gable Diligence, what .is : wanting .in- the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of their Cauſe; . on .theſe-our: Eyes ought to 
be -much ſet. - They. bave corrupted--Religion where- 
ever their Arts have been ſuccesful z and have endea- 
voured to overthrow all Governments, and broken the 
Peace of all Societies, that haye-been ſo much on their 
Guard as to Jeok carefully to them, For that ſame 
Principle that . makes them burn- and deſtroy where 
they have Power, makes them alſo inceſlantly plot 
and praiſe where they have it not. Severities in 
' Matters of Religion are indeed contrary to. that huma- 
nity that is imprinted in our ' Nature, and to -.thoſe 
*Rules that are often repeated in Scripture. . But if any 
Sect of Religion continues to breed frequent and almoſt 
uninterrupted Diſturbances in any Government.it is not 
enough to puniſh thoſe that are found. in the-Fault ; 
but if it is evident, as it 1s certainly in this Caſe, that 
their Dodrine ſets them on. to, and will bear them 
through in ſuch Conſpiracies, it ſeems not poſlible to 
ſecure the Peace. of a Kingdom ſo much, infeſted. by 
them, as we have been now 120 Years, -but by deliver- 
ing it entirely out of; their. hands, and putting an utter 
NR Fon 4; end 
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end to the DiſtraQzons we have been in, and the Mif- 
chiefs we have ſmarted-under, by their means. ny 
will live much better among their own Friends, beyond- 
Sea, where they may freely exgraife their own Religi- 
on; and 1 am fure we wilt be much the happier and 
quieter for being freed from the trouble they have gi- 
ven us. And thus weareto Hold faſt the Apoiſes 


Dodtrine, and-to keep-our ſelves from the Infetion of 
thoſe who have corrupted ne. 

Bur if this cannot be done, and if God either to pu- 
niſh us for our former Sins, or to raiſe again the true 
Spirit of the Reformed Religion, to purific us from our 
Dro, and to melt us into one Lump, and cloſe up thoſe 
Breaches which we have been rather widening than 
kealing, will deliver usup into the hands of our mer- 
cileſs and implacable Enemies 3 then, as we know what 
we are to look for, fo we ought to prepare onr ſelves 
for it, and reſolve to be faithfrnl tothe Death, We know 
what will be, not only by what has been, but by what 
is the Dodtrine of that Church,of extirpating Hereticks, 
decreed in their General Councils : and what: they 
have met with of hte among us, bas fo whetted their 
Spirits againſt us, that if ever we are in their Power, 
the Cruelty of their Religion, being quickned by their* 
private Reſentments, we ean look for nothzng, but ei- 
ther to-be forced to worſhip: a ptece of Bread, and to- 
renounce that Faith which we now profeſs, or to ſeal it 
with our Blood, and that perhaps in the cruelMleſt manner; 
I know it is not eafte-for Fleſh and Blood ſo much as to- 
think on theſe things without horror 3 ButOh, what will 
it be to ſuffer them | It-will not be our living peaceably, 
nor'our keeping our Belief to our ſelves, thatwill ſecure 
us : we muſt in all things comply ; nay,and if we ſhould 
giffemble and comply, we muſt by an over-aQing 


Zeal 
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Zeal procure our Pardon for what is paſt, and beget a 
| Conte 


C nce in them far the future. I ſhall on this Head 
repreſent. a little of what you ;,may expeQ; by men- 
tioning ſame few Paſſages of Queen Maries, never tobe 
forgotten, bloody Reign, that are not fo generally known. 
At firſt She promiſed the continuance of the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion ; ſoon after She procured it to be general- 
__ th even while the*Laws were yet in force 
” 2g it then it was ſaid, none ſhould. be forced in 
their Conſciences, if they would live peaceably. But 
when the Change was fully brought about, then,accord- 
ing to the Natural Genius of that Religion, an open 
and. undiſtinguiſh't Perſecution was refalved on. Or- 
ders were then ſent fron the Council Table, to the 
uſtices af Peace, to have Spies in every Pariſh to ob- 
erve every Man's Deportment : a bare Suſpicion vvas 
ground nome to proceed upen. Perſons being pre- 
ented upon Suſpician,; were impriſoned :, and, without 
any Proofs or Witneſſes bronght -againſt- them, Arci- 
cles vvere offered to them ; [to vuhich if- they did not 
in all things anſwer according to; the Doacrine of that 
Church, and if they could not be induced to change 
their Perſwaſions, they: vvere condemned: to the Fire, 
though they had newther aid por; ated any thing con- 
trary to the Eſtabliſhed Religion. And it went yet fur- 
ther': The Juſtices of Peace having: been often writ to, 
grew.more and more backward to theſe Cruelties, eſpe- 
cially vyhen they ſaw them burn poor People ſingle at 
firſt, then by pairs, then ſix, eight, ten,and thirteen were 
burnt in ane Fire: neither the Blind-nor Lame;aged Men, 
nor Women near their Time, no nor riew-born Infants, 
eſcaping the. xege. of theſe Rutchers : Then/.to make 
way for the Courts of Inquiſition, a Commiſſion vvas 
a given 
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giver) to a ſeleted Number, of vvhom three was a Qyo- 
rum, to make enquiry over all Erglard, not only of 
fach as were ſuſpect of Hereſy ; but of all that did not 
expreſs their Zeal for 'the Popiſh Religion, in taking 
Holy Bread, or-Holy Water, or going in Proceffions ; 
which tho they are not things to which all in'that Com- 
munion are obliged ; yet theſe diſcovering the Aﬀettions 
and Inclinations of the People, ſuch as did them not, 
vvere-to be proceeded apainſt upon theſe- Suſpitions. 
At: firſtiſuch as 'vvere burnt, had their Lives offered to 
them at the' Stake if they would Recant 3 but as the 
Perſecution went-on,- they became more barbarous, ſo 
that it: vvas not enough for one to -Recanit then : for a 
Sheriff was caſt'in Priſon and fined; for ſtaying the Exe- 
cution of ohe 'who'did it : It'was faid, if he Recanted 
fincerely, it was' better to burn him, than to leave him 
to the Temptations of becoming a Relapſe 3 andifhedid 
it not ſincerely, 1t'was P y to ſpare him. So which way 
ſoever.it was, Die :and-Burn he maſt. And that none 
might eſcape out of their Toils, care was taken to ſecure 
all the: Ports that none might fly beyond Sea.  * 
Here is a fad Proſpe&' before us'; but in what Diſ- 
poſition are; we to bear'it 2'We have'no' reaſon to donbt |. 
bur-great numbers will turn with-che Tide, as they did 
then. Many who ſeem now to be” hot'and zealous for 
the Proteſtant'Religion, ' will then, perhaps, be as 'bufie 
to: diſcover and accuſe thoſe whom they now cenſure, 
not only raſhly, but malicioufly. 'Men of ill Lives, and 
defiled Conſciences, want that Principle vvhich muſt 
firengthen them to bear the Croſs, and' make it eafie and 
comfortable to them. ' It is quite another thing to own 
thisFaith/in our preſent Circumſtances, from what it will 
be to adhere to it then. FATE IR, 4 
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It is not yet come that, and God of his infinite Mercy 
preſerve us from it. We are taught by him that knew 
our Nature well, to watch and pray that we enter not into 
Temptation ; for tho the Spirit,or our ſublimer Powers may 
be forward and willing, yet the Fleſh is weak, We are - 
therefore to do all that is in our Power, and is conſiſtent 
vvith that Religion vvhich vve profeſs, to prevent this. 
You of this Honourable Aſſembly are now <cntruſted 
with the keeping this DoQrine, as it is a part of the Law - 
of the Land ; the People have truſted you with all that . 
is dearto them 3 and it is hoped you will acquit your 
ſelves as worthy of ſo great a Confidence. On this I 
ſhall enlarge no further; but apply to you the Meſlage Eſth.4.13- 
which Mordecai ſent to Queen Efther, when her People 
were marked out for deſtruction : Think not that you ſhall 
eſcape more than all the reſt : for if you altogether hold .your 
peace at this time there may come enlargement and deliverance 
to ws from another hand ; but you and gpur Houſes ſhall be 

+ deftroged : and who knows if you are come into: this truſt 
4 for ſuchatime as this is. If any ſhall, either on the one 
'* hand, give up this Holy Religion, and thoſe means which 
'Z - are moſt effeQual to ſecure it, for private or baſe ends of 
3F their own ; or, on the other hand, ſhall, to gratify their 
Revenge,or to advance any ill. Deſign,endeavour todrive 
things to Confuſion,ſo that we become a Prey to a formi- 

dable Neighbour,where Popery,with its concomitantTy- 
ranny,ſhall ſubdue us at once: Theſe arethe Betrayers of 

their Religion and their Country, and do: entitle them- 
ſelves tothe heavieſt Curſes in the whole Book of God. 

But the Nation hopes better things from you :. and, 
as we pray. for it, fo are we confident they ſhall 
not be aſhamed or diſappointed of their hope. - Your 
maintaining. the Laws, or providing ſuch new ones 
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as our preſent Circumſtances call for, for the preſer- 


vation of our Religion, is not all that you are to do 


for it; there are many other Things beſides that 
come under your care, which are alſo neceflary, that 
- we may Hold faſt this our Profeſſion. I ſhall name 
-two Particulars. The one is, that there are ſo many 


Pariſhes in this Great and Rich Kingdom, in vvhich 


there is ſo little Proviſion left for thoſe that labour in. 
:the Work of the Goſpel, that it is. not poſſible, hu- 
- .manely ſpeaking, to find fit and able Paſtors to under- 


-takeſuch a Charge upon ſo mean an Encouragement : 
.and many of theſe fall to be the greateſt and the moſt 
populous Pariſhes in their Neighbourhood :: The La- 
boxrer is worthy of bis Hire : But in many of theſe the 
Hire will not amount to the meaneſtand moſt frugal Sub- 
Fiſtance, that can conſiſt with the decency of that Fun- 
ion. If weak or ſcandalous Men are caſt on ach 


| Places, ſo that the People are neither inſtructed nor 


.edified by their Labours, but are rather ſcandalized by 
them: it is worth your ſerious Conſideration, to find 
out effetual Means for redrefling ſo great an Evil, by 
which ſo many Souls are loſt, and ſuch a Door has 
been opened to Seducers and falſe Teachers among us. 


The other is, that we will endeavour to ſecure the 


Reformed Religion among us, by doing all we can to 
maintain the Ontworks of it, I mean, the Foreign 
.Churches, ſome of whom are now in a moſt deplora- 
ble and finking Condition. The Methods that Fyliar 
the Apoſtate uſed to extirpate Chriſtianity, not b 


.the quick and ſharp Ways of Perſecution , bur” & 
| flower Steps 5 being now taken to root out that, which 


main Force could not do. To theſe we ought to ex- 
tend our Compaſſion and Affiſtance, as we would expe&t 
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© the like from others- when we may be brought to drink 
'Þ of the like bitter Cup, which how near it may be to 
3 us, God only knows. But all theſe Means will prove 
X ineffectual if we have not God on our fide ; except he 


*# watch over us, and build up our Ruines, . you that build, ®#127 
J% and we that watch, ſhall labour in vain. This leads 

7 me to the fourth Particular, which is, 

F 4. Thatthe chief uſe we ought to make of this Do- 

3X (rine, is to-reform our Hearts and Lives, to repent of, 

27 and forfake our Sins. Repert - I ſhall not here run out 
F into a large Diſcourſe of this, but ſum np in ſhore 
27 what is comprehended under it. The word imports - 
' more than a bare ſorrowing for onr Sins, or an exter- 
* nal change of our Life, and does: chiefly ſipnifie the - 
* inward Change and Reformation of our Minds : when. 
* we put on a new Diſpoſition, come under new prin- 
= ciples, and-are inwardly turned in the value and eſti-- 
"3 mate we have of things, and in our pradtical: judg- 
"7 ments and formed Reſolutions. Repentance is, when a: 
'# Man having another ſenſe of God, and true Goodnefſs,.. 
© another apprehenſion of Vice and Sin, other thoughts of: 
FF a future State, other Impreffions of the Love of Chriſt, . 
-# and the Truth of the Gofpel; and all theſe things. 
2 growing: into formed: Principles in him,. his Mind 1s- 
2x turned to ſuch a deteftation of his former courſe of- 
FF Life, as engages him not only to forſake it, but to en-- 
= ter upon a quite different Courſe z fo that he feels him-- 
= fclf inwardly regenerated and: changed. Oh, have 1: 
| Not been deſcribing a thing little underftood !:' Some. 

forrow for Sin, which is ſcarce poffible for the worſt- 
Men to avoid, is all- the Notion too many have of it :- 
Others fancy to compound for their Sins, . with ſome. 
Auſterittes, by-an outward pageantry,. a= 
with . 
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with God or his Saints if they can, and doing it effe&y- 
ally where they can, with the Prieſt : believing that his 
abſolving them is of ſome other Virtue, than a. Declara- 
tion to them of what they may certainly expe@ if 
they are ſincere in their Repentance. But if theſe things 
come ſhort of a true Repentance, what is to be ſaid 
of thoſe who have not ſo much 2 who have no remorſe 
for their Sins, but live on ſecurely in them, or do 


worſe, ,Glory in their Shame. Theſe are far enoughy  -/ i 
from having repented, who are growing up daily toa{ - 


higher pitch in their Impieties. You have expreſſed 
your ſenſe of the Neceſſity of this Duty, by your ad- 
dreſling about it : but if it goes no further than the ſo- 
lemnity of a days vacation from Buſineſs, or abſtain- 
ing from Meat, and the hearing ſome Sermons, or 
joining in Prayers 3 this can have no-other effe& but 
to raiſe our guilt higher, by our pretending to draw near 
to God with our Lips, when our Hearts are far from 
him. Our Sins are drawing heavy Judgments on us : 
our Repentance only can prevent them 5 not ſuch a tri- 
fling Performance as I have deſcribed, but a ſincere and 
entire turn to God. We ought to be humbling our ſelves 
in ſecret, every one for thoſe Sins by which we have -pro- 
voked him, and have been adding to that great Heap of 


Guilt, by which we have been too univerſally treaſuring - 6 | 


up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath. We are apt enough 
tocenſure the Vices ang Failings of others, eſpecially if on 
other Accounts we arediſpleaſed with them,and if we our 
ſelves are not viſibly faulty in the ſame kind. But there 
are other Sins, beſides Uncleanneſs and Intemperance, 
which may involve us in the common Ruin that threa- 
tens us. And if we know our ſelves guilty, even of that 


which we cenſure in others, we by judging them do 


condemn 
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condemn our ſelves. Let us colle& our Thoughts, 
and ask our ſelves, What have we done? Haye we 
been adding Sin to Sin, and perhaps Hypocriſy, or a 
counterfeit Zeal to all the reſt? We are under the 
Eye of the All-ſeeing God, to whom all things lie na- 
'ked and open, Darkneſs before him ſbineth as the Day; 
the Darkneſs and the Light are both alike to him. Let 
3 us not deceive our ſelves; God is neither to be 
/F- mocked, nor bribed. It is only our fincere Repen- 
© tance that can again reſtore us to his Favour 3 and if 
the Sins of the Nation are not grown to that height, 
that, as is ſaid of the Sin of Maraſſeb, God will not 2 King.24.4 
pardon it; ſo that though Noah, Job, and Daniel, Eze&.14.14- 
were among ws, they could only deliver their own Souls ;, 
We may hope, that upon our Repentance, either 
that Cloud of Wrath, now over our Heads, may be 
broken and difſfipated, or, at leaſt, that our Peace 
and Tranquility may be ſo lengthned out, that the 
Evil ſhall not cone in our Days. 

If we Repent truly, we will lay down our Ani- 
moſities and Quarrellings about leſſer Matters 3 and 
finding how guilty we are_ all in the preſence of 
God, we will be more gentle in the Judgments we 
make of others, and more ſevere in the Cenſures we 
paſs upon our ſelves. We will change the courſe 
and frame of our Lives, not only in ſuch Inſtances 
as are more ſcandalous, and ſo may be a prejudice to 
us 1n our other Deſigns, but will enter upon ano- 
ther Method- and Way of Life, ſuch as becomes 
Chriſtians. If this is not done, all that we do. be- 
ſide, will not be effe&ual to preſerve us. If God is 
{till offended with us, he will not want Inſtruments 
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for our puniſhment, though we had not a Papiſt in 
Ergland, nor an Enemy in all the World. 


But on the other hand, If we fincerely turn to 
God, as we know 1n general he is gracious and 
merciful, ſlow to Anger, and full of Compaſſion ; 
fo we have, in particular, all the' Aſſurances that 
either his Promiſes, or the Experience 'of former 
Times can give us, 'that He will receive ws graciouſly ; 
that he will take away all our Iniquities, and heal all our 
Back: ſlidings. 

Perſonal Repentance, and the mourning for the 
Sins of others, are Duties incumbent on all: To 
theſe you ſtand obliged in your private Capacities ; 
But as you make up this Honourable Aſſembly, there 
is a futher Repentance incumbent on you. You,who 
repreſent the Nation, ought, 'in the Name of the 
whole Body of the People, to think on ſuch Laws 
as are neceſſary for the reſtraint of Vice. tis viſi- 
ble, the Impiety of the Nation has. made way for 
Popery ; and though that were out of doors, yet if 
the other continues ſtil], it will prepare us to open 
Atheiſm and Irreligion. God cannot be at Peace 
with us, while our Adulteries are ſo many, while 
Drunkenneſs is ſo common, while Religion is fo 
much ſcorned, even by thoſe who ſeem zealous for 
it ; while Curfing and Swearing* are the uſual Dia- 
tet 3 while Profanity, Scurrilous Talk, and many 
other things which ought not to be named am 
Chriſtians, are ſo openly and bare-facedly pradtif: 
among us. By your-endeavoursto redreſs theſe, and 
at leaſt, to. make People aſhamed of them, if 


they 
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they do. not forſake them 3 You ſhall alſo, in your 
publick Capacity, ſhew the reality of your Repen- 
tance, both to-God and the World. It tsan or- 
dinary thing for all People, who have ſome one 
oreat thing in their Eye, to look only at that, and 
to over-look many other Things, if they do not 
immediately belong to that of which they are chiefly 
afraid. Popery is now in your Eye, and tt ought 
to be ſo, till you have to purpoſe fecured us from 
the danger of it : But at the ſame time you ought to 
look further, to the Ground of God's diſpleaſure 
againſt us, to that which has brought us into all this 
Danger, and muſt certainly bring ruin on us in con- 
cluſion, if effeFual Remedies are not found out - 
in time. Our Irreligion and Impiety has made many 
to be little concerned in theſe Matters 3 and our Con- 
tentions about ſome inconſiderable Things, has di- 
verted the Thoughts and Endeavours ' of others, to 
the ſecuring of particular Intereſts, or making of 
Parties. 
3 Totheſe, if you provideefteQual Remedies, both 
3 forreformivg and uniting us, then you ſhall be had 
-F in perpetual remembrance, as the Repairers of our 
Breaches, and the Reſtorers of our Ruins: ſo that 
all ſhall bleſs you, and: in their wiſhes for a happy 
Parliament, ſhall name you with Honour, and wiſh 
it may be ſuch a one as this has been. | 
We have all the reafon in the World to conclude, 
that this Nation is dear unto God; and we are fure, 
the Holy Religion we profeſs, is from him 3 why 
ſhould we then defpond, and not ſtill hope in that 
God, who-has ————_ us ſuch abundant Proofs 
2 of 
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of his care of us, and of his regard to the Refor- 
mation among us. When we remember by what ſteps 
and methods it was brought in and eſtabliſhed here ; 
How ſhort the Storm was in Queen Mary's Reign, 
and that ſhe died without Iſſue, which might have 
brought us both under Popery, and made us a Pro- 
vince to a Foreign Tyranny ; when we refle& on 
the long and glorious Reign of Qyeen Elizabeth 3 on 
the happy diſappointment of the Armada, believed 
and called Invincible; the diſcovery of the Gun- 
powder Plot, with the later Bleſſings yet m our Eyes 3 
we have from all theſe much reaſon to conclude, that 
we are in a ſpecial manner favoured of God. No- 
thing can break off this courſe of Mercies with 
- which he has followed us, but our obſtinate perſiſting 
in our Sins : If we refolve on'this, there 1s nothing 
before us, but a fearful proſpe& of Wrath and-In- 
dignation. And this leads me to the fifth and laſt 
Particular, of which I -propoſed to. ſpeak , which 
Is, 
5. That ſuch as do not make this uſe of the Go- 
ſpel, as to be thereby led to Repentance, have rea- 


fon to look for ſudden and ſevere Judgments. If 


therefore thou ſhalt not watch, I will come upon thee as a 
Thief, and thou ſhalt not know what hour I will come 
npon thee, God's Judgments are a great depth, and 
the Methods of them are unaccountable > Some 
wicked Nations, and Impious and Tyrannical Go- 
vernments, have flouriſhed long 3 Triumph and Vi- 
Ctory have ſeemed entailed on them. The 4/jrian 
of old, and the Turkiſh Empire at preſent, are great 
Inſtances of this Theſe are Portions of the World, 


which 
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which God for their other Sins gave in prey to ſavage 
Maſters 3 whoſe Proſperity made them the fitter [n- 
fruments of hk Juſtice, But it is obſervable, that 
thoſe Nations whom he has more eſpecially favoured, 
are more ſignally puniſhed when their Sins bave been. 
ſo notorious, that it ſeemed neceſſary to give publick 
Evidences of the impartiality of God's governing 
the World. Tor only have I known of all the Families Amos 3. 2. 

of the Earth 3 therefore will I puniſh you for your Ini- 
quities, The whole Hiſtory of the Jews, till their 

. final and almoſt total Deſtruction, 1s one continued 
Inſtance of this The Roman Empire, when it 

turned Chriſtian, but was not much reformed b 
that Light, was given up to be waſted by ſwarms of 
Goths,Vandals, Huns, and other Northern Nations, who 

for near two Apes together, laid it ſo waſte, that what 

23} by the DeſtruGtion they made, and the Famine that 
XZ followed uponthat,which brought after it unheard of 
2 Plagaes, the Hiſtory of that Time contains a Succeſs 
2; fiondf the moſt terrible Miſeries- that can be"imagi- 
'# ned. The African Churches, that were the beſt re-- 
gulated of any then in the World, yet having fallen 
from their firſt Love, and being: rent in pieces by 
Schiſm, and becoming generally corrupt in their 
Manners, notwithſtanding the excellent Biſhops that 
were among them; St. Auſtin in particular, who- 
was the laſt of thoſe that were ſent to warn: them of 

the Judgments they might look for, which he did 
faithfully ; but nothing prevailing, they were firſt: 
deſtroyed by the Vandals, and then fo totally by the- 
Saracens and Moors,, that the Name of Chriſt js cal- 

led 0n no more in them, except it be in-their Dun- 


geons;. 
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geons, by thoſe miſerable Captives that are kept in 
ſuch ſlavery among them, that it ſhould tear every 
Chriſtian's Heart to think ont. The Eaſtern Empire 
was firit by the Goths,” then by the Hurs and the 


phy 1 _ o _ 
—_— 


Avares, afterwards by the Saracezs, and finally by 


the Trks, ſo waſted, that the (mall Remainders of 


Chriſtianity among them, ſerve only as the Ruins of 
ſome great Fabrick, to ſhew what once it was, The 


City of Antioch, once among the nobleſt of the 


World, in which that glorious Name of Chriſtian 
firſt began, was by a frequent return of moſt terri- 
ble Earth-quakes, and devouring Fires, ſo ruinated, 
that it is now but a, ſmall inconſiderable Village. 
Sardis, in'my Text, is no better : Theſe Seven Chur- 
cheshere writ to, are now under the {lavery of Mza- 
hometazs, and indeed retain little but: the Name of 
Chriſtian 3 ſome of them are ſo entirely deſtroyed, 
that it is not ſo much as certain where they ſtood. 
When we hear of theſe things, we ought wiſely to 
confid& of theſe Works of the Lord : Why ſhould 
we hope to eſcape, if we areas guilty as they were? 
But to turn your Eyes to what is nearer you ; After 
the Goſpel was planted here in Britain,while we were 
under the Roman Yoke, and was watred with the 
Blood of many Martyrs that ſuffered under the Hea- 
theniſh Perſecution 3 The Britans being bleſt with 
Peace and Proſperity, did ſoon forget God, and fell 
from their firſt Love. Then what: Jadgments fell 
on them? The Northern People being more Waz- 
lixe, broke into the Southern Parts, who were ſoft 
and.luxurious : Theſe hiring the Saxozs to their Afſi- 
ſtance, were: thereby brought under a much more 

| cruel 
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I cruel Bondage 3 and thoke either rooted out the Chri- 
2 tian Religion, or drove it up into the Mountanous 
+ parts of t is Kingdom. What the Sins, both of the 
IT Clergy and Laity were, 1s ſet out by Gildas, that li- 
RE -yed not long after that Time 3 and they reſemble our 


"IN preſent Condition {o much, that it gives us caufe to 
'"3® fear the Parallel ſhall be as equal in our Judgments, 
FX as it is now m our Sins. When the Reformation be- 
8 gan firſt in England, many run intoit, rather out of 
"3 hatred to the Clergy, and love to their Lands, than 


% " 


*37 


7 out of Zeal for the Truth: So that the Biſhops in 
+7 King Edward's Time, did, by ſome Letters which 
2% they ſent about among their Clergy, call upon them 
*3# to warn the People of the heavy Judgments of God, 
ready to fall upon them : but they went on in their 
3K Sins with a high hand, fo that the Land was full of 
2 Oppreſlion and Injuſtice, Adultery and Senſuality : 
28 God viſited them for theſe thifigs, and took away that 
"3 bleſſed young King, and left them-in the hands of a. 
*X\uperſtitious and bloody Princeſs, who fearing her 
-;®-own Power was not ſtrong .enough to alter the efta- 
/# bliſhed Religion, married the Prince of Spazz, and 
F by a vaſt Treaſure which he brought over into 
-# England, corrupted the great Men, and: the Publick. 
38 Councils of the Kingdom 3 ſo that all that had been 
FF building up in twenty five years, was overthrown in: 
* alittle more than one, by Parliaments, over whom 
2X Spaniſh Gold had greater influence, than the Senfe-of 
35 their Truſt, or their Regard to God and their Coun- 
38 try. Shall Iput you in mind of the terrible Judg- 
mengof God, that broke out lately on our neigh-- 
bouring Iſland, where, the Barbarity of the Natives 
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being ſharpened by the Cruelty of their Religion, 
and the PraQices of their Prieſts, a Maſſacre and De- 
ſtru&ion did almoſt wholly conſume them ? How 
near were we brought to utter Ruin? and how long 
were we ruled by the Sword, during the late 
Wars ? ; 

Are all theſe things forgotten ? Or, do we remem- 

ber them, only to furniſh out Diſcourſe with them ? 
We at preſent are all ſufficiently apprehenſive of our 
11l Condition, we ſee the great Danger we are in of 
Popery's ſubduing us 3 we-ſee an overgrown Neigh- 
bour ready to break in upon us, or at leaſt, upon that 
which is but a ſtep from us. There is a Fermentation 
among our ſclyes, ſo high, that 1t is liketo involve us 
ingreat Confuſions : The things that belong to our 
Peace ſeem to be hid . from our eyes. Is not all 
this of the Lord ? Mo of the Evils we eitber feel 
or apprehend, are the natural EffeQs of our Sins and 
Vices, as well as of the Judgment of God puniſhing 
us for them. The Vices too common amongſt us, 
have corrupted the Minds, and darkned the Under- 
ſtandings of many, and are like to become their own 
Pumſhments. 

All theſe things are but the beginnings of Sorrows, 
which ſeem to becoming on us. Whatdo we'then ? 
Do we fit croſſing our hands, accuſing -one another, 
or it may be, faintly condemning our ſelves > We 
perhaps imagine, if we were rid of Popery, all would 
be well. It is certain, we ſhould be much better 


than we are : but if the Root of our Diſtemper re- 


mains, the carrying off one Sympton will. but diſ- 
poſe the way to another, God can either plague us, 
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| by delivering us upto a forreign Enemy, who (hall 
| have no pity on us3- or.can again ſend his Arrows - 
among us, 2 Peſtilence to ſweep away our Inhabi- 

| tants, or a Fire to burn down our Cities. He can 

| leave us to bite and devour: one another, till we are 

*# conſumed one of another.. And if he come upon us, 
{ what can we do to withſtand his mighty Arm ?. Can 

- we reſtrain his Thunders, or be proof againſt his- 
Arrows? O how weak are all Devices, when God 
blaſts them ! Tf our Deſtra&tions continue, we are like 

the Builders of Babel, fo divided, that nothing but: 
utter and irremediable Confuſion is like to be the end. 

of them, if we once fall in pieces. 

Well, we are yet in Peace, we riſe up and lie down 

| In quiet 3. how long it will be ſo, we cannot tell : 
== We ſcem to be near great Convullions ; we have no: 
3 reaſon to defire them. We are now full of Wealth, 
8 our Trade is free, and much ſpread 3 we-have a Con- 
FF currence,. both at home and abroad, . of many things. 
7 that might. yet make us a great and: happy People, . 
2X but want the Power to improve it. What ſhall the- 
x end of theſe things be?. It were too great a pre- 
2+ ſumption 1n me, nor proper for this place or he | 
to enterinto Particulars 3 but one thing 1'may adven- 

| ture on, which. is, If you of this Honourable A(-- 

| ſembly, who: have now beſpoke the Prayers of the 

| whole Nation upon your Conſultations, would fre- 
quently. addreſs your ſelves to-God,. and ſet off ſuch: 
Hours as your Buſineſs can admit of, for earneſt. 
Prayer to God, to dire and bleſs your Councils, , 
and to bend all your Hearts, to that which is both. 
moſt for his Glory, the Et of: his true Re-- 


ligion, 
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ligion, and the Security, Peace, and Happineſs of the 
Kingdom ; we might Jute hope, that God, even our 
God, would give his | Bleſſing to Endeavours ſo begun, 
and ſo managed : Then ſhould the Light of the 
Goſpel, which is our Glory, ſtill dwell in our Land : 
Mercy and Truth ſhould meet together, and Righteouſ- 
neſi and Peace ſhould kiſs one another : Them ſhould 
the Lord give ws that which is good, and our Land 
ſhould yield her increaſe. O that there were ſuch an 
Heart in us, that we might fear him, and keep his Com- 
mandments always ;, that ſo it may be well with us, and © 
our Children after us, for ever. oe 
To God the Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, .be all 
Honour and Glory, both now and evermore. 
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